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Engage locally for global change

The Global Compact Network Canada (GCNC) is spearheading the Sustainable Development 
Goals and the 10 Principles of the UN Global Compact in Canada. In doing so, the GCNC and 
its many participants unify and build the capacity of the Canadian private sector to 
embrace sustainable business practices by convening and accelerating opportunities for 
multistakeholder collaboration.

Why engage locally?
The GCNC is your first line of contact and support 
for working towards the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and the 10 Principles of the 
UNGC. Connect with like-minded organizations 
locally to share best practices, engage in dialogue 
and initiate partnership opportunities. The 
Canadian network also brings value to its network 
through its extensive engagement with the 
Canadian Federal Government and senior 
government officials. Please go to pages 16-19 for 
the full list of participation benefits. 
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ABOUT THE UN GLOBAL COMPACT & GCNC

1.3 GLOBAL COMPACT NETWORK CANADA



WHO HAS ALREADY JOINED? 

2.1 2018 NETWORK SUPPORTERS OF THE 
GLOBAL COMPACT NETWORK CANADA
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Visionary Supporters

Patron Supporters

Supporters



WHO HAS ALREADY JOINED?

2.2 2018 UN GLOBAL COMPACT SIGNATORIES 
AND PARTICIPANTS (INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN)
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Academic

Industrial Engineering

Financial Services

Alternative Energy

Aerospace & Defence

Industrial Metals & Mining

Fixed Line Telecommunications

Oil & Gas Producers

Chemicals & Agriculture

General Industrials

Legal Services
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Technology Hardware & Equipment

NGO

Support & Professional Services

Software & Computer Services

Pharmaceuticals & Biotechnology

Media & Marketing

Consumer Goods



WHY JOIN?

3.1 MAIN VALUE PROPOSITIONS

A Platform to Show Your Commitment
Publicly demonstrate your sustainability commitments 
and progress to your employees, investors, customers, 
peers, partners, suppliers, and all stakeholders. 
Participants and Signatories share their commitments 
and progress publicly and through the world’s largest 
corporate sustainability network of leaders and 
practitioners from all stakeholder groups. 

A Common Language
The UN Global Compact provides a universal language 
for corporate responsibility and provides a policy 
framework for organizing and developing corporate 
sustainability strategies. The UN Global Compact 
provides your company with a powerful alignment 
to global action plans including the Paris Climate 
Agreement and is the formal way for your company to 
commit to the Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact 
and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

A Hub for Collaboration

7

Connect to 9,800+ companies in over 160 countries around the world. We offer a platform — 
based on universal principles — to encourage peer-to-peer learning and dialogue with other 
businesses, civil society, governments, and other stakeholders to foster innovative solutions 
and ideas.

Wherever you are on your sustainability journey, the UN Global Compact connects you 
efficiently to the most relevant tools and resources, peers and partners, leading practices, as 
well as inspiration and expert guidance. 

Participants and Signatories learn, 
connect and partner with the world’s 
largest corporate stainability network of 
leaders and practitioners from all 
stakeholder groups.



A Common Language

We are shaping a sustainable 
future for Canada and you need to 
be part of it.
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We ask companies to become more sustainable by incorporating 
the Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact into strategies, 
policies and procedures, and establishing a culture of integrity. 
By doing so, companies are not only upholding their basic 
responsibilities to the people and the planet but they are also 
aligning themselves to a set of universal principles that are 
accepted by countries across the world.

View the 10 Principles of the UN Global Compact.

 1. THE TEN PRINCIPLES OF THE 
UN GLOBAL COMPACT

 2. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Participants can access the world’s best and emerging practices for practical solutions to 
help businesses move from awareness to action. The UN Global Compact offers participants 
an extensive toolbox including next generation solutions platforms, an online UN Business 
Action Hub and resources that will help your business gain momentum in achieving the 
SDGs.

Learn more about what the UN 
Global Compact offers on the global 
level.

Learn more about our Canadian 
programs and initiatives.

WHY JOIN?

3.2 PROGRAM OVERVIEW & DESCRIPTIONS

https://www.globalcompact.ca/about/ungc-10-principles/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs
https://www.globalcompact.ca/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/sustainable-development-goals/


In order to make the most of your engagement 
and to help you along the way, you will have 
access to the dedicated UN Global Compact 
helpdesk and support services to guide you 
in your global engagement with the UN Global 
Compact and help you further your sustainability 
efforts. 
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A Hub for Collaboration

 2. UN GLOBAL COMPACT ACADEMY
Accelerate your sustainability journey with the UN Global Compact Academy — the premier 
learning platform for sustainable companies. Our Academy is designed to give you the knowledge 
and skills you need to meet your sustainability objectives. Using a blend of webinars, podcasts, 
and on-demand videos, as well as face-to-face coaching, the Academy will help companies learn 
from and interact with global thought-leaders, experts, the UN and business partners, as well as 
stay up-to-date on emerging trends in sustainable development. 

Watch a short video to learn more.

 1. HELP & SUPPORT

https://youtu.be/VQvhGbW3_tQ
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The UN Global Compact has developed a 
portfolio of Action Platforms to advance 
responsible business activities and fill 
emerging gaps in meeting the Global Goals. 
Rooted in the Ten Principles of the UN Global 
Compact, each Action Platform will convene 
business, Global Compact Local Networks, 
leading experts, civil society, governments and 
UN partners to solve complex and 
interconnected issues, explore new market 
opportunities and innovation around the 
SDGs. Learn more.

3. ACTION PLATFORMS

4. NAVIGATOR
The Navigator provides insights and aggregate 
data on the collective impacts of business 
in achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals.  This intuitive digital tool will allow 
companies to self-assess their performance 
as well as measure progress implementing the 
Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact and 
the SDGs. Both Signatories and Participants 
will receive benchmarking data against key 
indicators and peers. Participants will receive 
a tailored roadmap for advancing the SDGs 
and implementing the Ten Principles as well 
as customized guidance introducing curated, 
actionable tools and resources to help them 
advance and deepen their impact. 

5. PEER-LEARNING
ROUNDTABLES

Similar to the Action Platforms but on a 
national scale, the Peer Learning Roundtable 
is an intimate peer-to-peer learning 
opportunity where Network Supporters of the 
GCNC can share good practices and explore 
innovative solutions for common challenges 
with other industry peers. 

Photo: Launch of 
the Gender Equality 
Leadership in the
Canadian Private 
Sector project with 
the Honourable 
Maryam Monsef, 
Canada’s 
Minister of Status 
of Women and 
Mona Fortier, MP for 
Ottawa-Vanier.

Learn more about 
the Gender Equality 
Leadership in the 
Canadian Private 
Sector project. 

https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs/action-platforms
https://www.globalcompact.ca/genderequalityca/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/genderequalityca/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/genderequalityca/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/genderequalityca/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/genderequalityca/
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6. DELEGATIONS & CONSULTATIONS

Based on the Global Compact Network Canada’s extensive engagement with several Ministries 
at the Government of Canada, various UN agencies and sister organizations, we secure and 
offer high-level meetings with key representatives throughout the year for our participants.

These meetings provide an 
incredible opportunity for your 
company to discuss with your 
different stakeholders about how 
to advance the SDGs, showcase 
company sustainability solutions, 
and explore partnership 
opportunities for greater impact! 
View our 2018 Ottawa Delegation 
Summary. 

Photo: Meeting with Jonathan Fried, 
Personal Representative (Sherpa) to the 
Prime Minister on the G20.

 7. SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING PEER 
REVIEW PROGRAM

The Sustainability Reporting Peer Review Program is a platform 
for industry peers to exchange honest and to-the-point feedback, 
share best practices, and improve their corporate sustainability 
reporting practices. This is our most applauded program and 
one of the best avenues for receiving substantive and qualitative 
feedback on your sustainability report. Learn more and view 
testimonials from previous participants.

Previous participants include: 

https://www.globalcompact.ca/private-public-partnerships-meetings-2018/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/private-public-partnerships-meetings-2018/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/program/reporting-peer-review-program/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/program/reporting-peer-review-program/


8. ANTI-CORRUPTION CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

 The GCNC is offering two certificates that include 13 online training sessions, all instructed 
by industry experts to provide critical knowledge and practical tips to prevent corruption and 
bribery. GCNC Network Supporters can access the certificate programs for free. Learn more.

9. SDGs REPORTING TRAINING
On an annual basis, the GCNC 
hosts interactive workshops for 
sustainability professionals to learn 
the recent developments in SDGs 
reporting, as well as how to keep 
track of and report on the SDGs. 
This hands-on training has been 
instructed by renowned industry 
leaders from the UN Global Compact, 
Statistics Canada, Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI), and other experts on 
the topic.  GCNC Network Supporters 
receive 30% off the ticket price to 
attend. 

10. CANADIAN SDG BUSINESS FORUM 2019
The Canadian SDG Business Forum is a special platform for business leaders to foster multi-stakeholder 
dialogues, catalyze new partnerships and explore innovative solutions to accelerate the SDGs in Canada. 
GCNC Patron and Visionary Supporters receive a complimentary ticket to attend this annual conference.  
View the highlight video from 2018.
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https://www.globalcompact.ca/resources/certificate-anticorruption/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/sdgforum2018/
https://youtu.be/Ft7SriIlsNs


1. THE UN GLOBAL COMPACT’S 
REPORTING FRAMEWORK
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The UN Global Compact requires participating companies 
to produce an annual Communication on Progress (COP) 
that details their work to embed the Ten Principles into their 
strategies and operations, as well as efforts to support 
societal priorities. The COP is a visible expression of your 
commitment to sustainability.

Your company can use the CoPs to provide stakeholders 
with information to make informed choices when 
interacting with your company. 

Learn more about the COP/COE.

A Platform to Show Your Commitment

All participant logos are listed on the GCNC 
Participants & Signatories web page, select 
promotional materials and publications. GCNC 
Patron and Visionary Supporters receive additional 
recognition, and their logos are displayed on every 
page of the GCNC website. This is a valuable way 
to showcase your engagement as a responsible 
organization. 

2. LOGO PLACEMENT

 3. SDG PIONEERS & 
LEAD RECOGNITION

For outstanding progress made toward meeting the 
Sustainable Development Goals, Participants and 
Signatories may enjoy recognition and visibility if 
selected as an SDG Pioneer. Based on performance, 
Participants may also earn Global Compact LEAD 
recognition and use the Global Compact LEAD logo.

Learn more about LEAD. 

https://www.unglobalcompact.org/participation/report
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs/sdgpioneers/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/take-action/leadership/gc-lead
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 5. PUBLIC PROFILE & TOOLS

A public profile for Participants and Signatories is displayed on the UN Global 
Compact website, showing corporate commitments and progress to the 
universal Ten Principles and the 17 SDGs. Participants and Signatories may 
use the “We Support UN Global Compact” logo on corporate communications. 
Participants may also use the UN Global Compact digital/social/media toolkit. 

Enhanced public profile for Participants highlights your company’s: 
- Achievements from your commitment to the Ten Principles and the SDGs 
- Innovative solutions 
and case studies 
- Participation in UN 
Global Compact 
activities, including 
Action Platforms, 
Academy courses, 
and events 
- Status as a Global 
Compact LEAD, 
Breakthrough 
Innovation Challenge 
winner or SDG Pioneer.

View a public profile 
example.

 4. SPECIAL MENTIONS & EXCLUSIVE INVITATIONS

Participants and Signatories may enjoy public visibility and recognition for their commitment and 
progress at UN Global Compact and GCNC events and conferences. Including speaking and media 
coverage opportunities as well as signing ceremonies for new joiners.  
 
Participants are invited to UN Global Compact and GCNC flagship events: 
- UN Global Compact Leaders Summit, convened annually during the UN General Assembly 
- Making Global Goals Local Business, convened annually in the second quarter 
- Canadian SDG Business Forum 2019

GCNC Network Supporters will have first access to speaking opportunities at GCNC hosted 
conferences, workshops, and events. 
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https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/participants/9643-Unilever
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/participants/9643-Unilever


6. ASSOCIATE WITH SDG INITIATIVES 
AND SUPPORT GCNC SDG PUBLICATIONS 

As a GCNC Network Supporter, you are supporting GCNC publications 
including the SDG Survey 2019 and SDGs Emerging Practices Guide. 
Your company is automatically recognized as a valuable contributor 
with your company logo displayed under the “Special Thank You” 
section of the publications. 

Learn more about the SDGs Emerging Practice Guide.
Download the SDG Survey 2018. 

Representatives from winning organizations of the SDG Leadership Awards 2018. 

 8. SDG LEADERSHIP AWARDS
The SDG Leadership Awards is Canada’s premier awarding 
event for recognizing organizations and businesses who 
are doing exceptional work to integrate and advance 
action towards the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 
GCNC Network Supporters can apply to the Awards for free. We had the honour of welcoming the 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International 
Development at the 2017 SDG Awards and Mr. Adam Vaughan, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Families, Children and Social Development at the 2018 SDG Leadership Awards.

4

7. ONLINE PUBLISHING 
AND NEWS SHARING 
The GCNC offers Network Supporters 
an online platform to share news and 
expertise with other businesses and 
stakeholders in the network. Online 
sharing of good practices can be 
conducted in the following formats: 
podcast, webinars, articles, and 
interviews. Participants will also have first 
access to speaking opportunities at GCNC 
hosted conferences and can also share 
news in our monthly newsletter as well 
as Network Update Calls. View our on-
demand webinars featuring some of our 
network supporters.
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https://www.globalcompact.ca/sdgs-emerging-practice-guide/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/sdg-awards-2017/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/sdg-leadership-awards-2018/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/knowledge-hub/webinars-on-demand/sustainability-spotlight-webinar-series/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/knowledge-hub/webinars-on-demand/sustainability-spotlight-webinar-series/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/knowledge-hub/webinars-on-demand/sustainability-spotlight-webinar-series/


Company profile on UN Global Compact website, 
including annual Communication on Progress (COP).

Opportunity to be recognized as a UN Global Compact 
SDG Pioneer. 

Tools to communicate engagement with the UN Global 
Compact.

Receive recognition as a supporter of the Global 
Compact Network Canada’s 2019 SDG Survey and have 
the company logo displayed on the report.

Receive recognition and have company logo placed on 
the Global Compact Network Canada’s Signatories & 
Participants web page.

Ability to publish announcements in the GCNConnect - 
Global Compact Network Canada’s newsletter which is 
sent to over 4,500 sustainability professionals every 2 
months (maximum 2 items per newsletter)¹.

Eligible for UN Global Compact LEAD recognition.

PARTICIPANTSIGNATORY

Basic

Logo

Enhanced

Logo + Toolkit

COMMUNICATE YOUR COMMITMENTS

PEER-TO-PEER LEARNING

Participate in the Global Compact Network Canada’s 
Quarterly Network Update Calls to receive news and 
updates related to corporate sustainability within 
Canada and around the world.

Opportunity to share company updates, news, 
challenges and current sustainability initiatives during 
the Global Compact Network Canada’s Quarterly 
Network Update Call.

Ability to join UN Global Compact Action Platforms 
(requires an additional financial commitment).

PARTICIPANTSIGNATORY

Please see the table below outlining the engagement benefits as a UN Global Compact Signatory 
and Participant. 

As Signatory As Participant

WHY JOIN?

3.3 ENGAGEMENT TIERS, BENEFITS & FEES

 1. UN GLOBAL COMPACT ENGAGEMENT TIERS
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https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs/sdgpioneers
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs/sdgpioneers
https://www.globalcompact.ca/the-network/mpact.ca/the-network/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/the-network/mpact.ca/the-network/
https://www.globalcompact.ca/news/gcnconnects/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/take-action/leadership/gc-lead
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/publications/AP_brochure_2018.pdf


GLOBAL & LOCAL REACH AND CONNECTIONS

HELP & SUPPORT

FEES

Access to UN Global Compact business partnership 
support and advisory services.

Receive exclusive invitations to meetings and events 
hosted by the Global Compact Network Canada and its 
partners¹.

Invitations to UN Global Compact flagship events, 
global programmatic convenings and UN side-events, 
including the UN Global Compact Leaders Summit 
and Making Global Goals Local Business regional 
convening.

Access to support for the UN Global Compact COP/
COE submissions.

Access to the UN Global Compact helpdesk, including 
guidance and support.

< USD 25 million
USD 25 - 50 million
USD 50 - 250 million
USD 250 million - 1 billion
USD 1 - 5 billion
> USD 5 billion

-
-
USD 2,500
USD 5,000
USD 7,500
USD 10,000

USD 1,250
USD 2,500
USD 5,000
USD 10,000
USD 15,000
USD 20,000

PARTICIPANT

PARTICIPANT

SIGNATORY

SIGNATORY

PARTICIPANTSIGNATORY

Access the Self-assessment and benchmarking tool of 
the UN Global Compact Navigator.

Receive tailored roadmaps and content curation based 
on your self-assessment from the UN Global Compact 
Navigator.

Access to UN Global Compact Academy - guided 
learning and coaching.

PARTICIPANTSIGNATORY

EASILY ACCESS TOOLS AND RESOURCES
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https://globalcompactselfassessment.org/aboutthistool
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/academy


Waived fee to enter the 2019 Canadian SDG 
Leadership Awards.

First access to speaking opportunities at 
events, conferences, online webinars and 
podcasts hosted by the GCNC.

Receive recognition as a supporter of the 
Global Compact Network Canada’s 2019 
SDG Survey and have the company logo 
displayed on the report.

Share your company’s sustainability story 
or initiatives related to the SDGs and/or the 
Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact 
through a 1-hour spotlight webinar hosted 
by the GCNC.

Receive recognition as a valued Patron/
Visionary supporter of the Global Compact 
Network Canada and have company logo 
placed on every page of its website. 

Receive recognition as a valued Patron/
Visionary supporter of the Global Compact 
Network Canada’s SDGs Emerging Practice 
Guide and have company logo displayed on 
the publication.

Receive recognition as a valued Visionary 
Supporter and have company logo placed 
on every promotional email sent to Global 
Compact Network Canada’s network of over 
4,500 sustainability professionals. 

PATRON 
SUPPORTER

VISIONARY 
SUPPORTER

SUPPORTER

COMMUNICATE YOUR COMMITMENTS

As Patron As Visionary

¹ Depending on availability and upon GCNC discretion.

As Patron As VisionaryAs Supporter

In addition to your UN Global Compact Signatory/Participant benefits, you also have the option 
to select one of the following tiers from the Global Compact Network Canada (Canadian Local 
Network). 

To get access to the following exclusive benefits offered by the local Canadian network, Canadian 
subsidiaries of UN Global Compact Signatory/Participants must select one of the tiers below to 
engage with the local Canadian network.

2. GLOBAL COMPACT NETWORK CANADA 
ENGAGEMENT TIERS
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https://www.globalcompact.ca/knowledge-hub/webinars-on-demand/sustainability-spotlight-webinar-series/


Discount on ticket price to attend the 2019 
Canadian SDG Business Forum.

Participate in Ottawa Delegations to meet 
with select Federal Ministries.

PATRON 
SUPPORTER

PATRON 
SUPPORTER

VISIONARY 
SUPPORTER

VISIONARY 
SUPPORTER

SUPPORTER

SUPPORTER

GLOBAL & LOCAL REACH AND CONNECTIONS

FEES

10 - 250 Employees

250 + Employees

CAD 3,000

CAD 6,000
CAD 15,000 CAD 25,000

15% Discount 30% Discount 50% Discount

PATRON 
SUPPORTER

VISIONARY 
SUPPORTER

SUPPORTER

PEER-TO-PEER LEARNING

Participate in Peer-Learning Roundtables 
to discuss various sustainability topics with 
companies in your industry or the rest of the 
network.

Participate in the Sustainability Reporting 
Peer Review Program.

Access and participate in the Anti-Corruption 
Certificate Program.

19

Due to administrative capacity, the UN Global Compact is currently not accepting applications from 
organizations with under ten employees. 
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HOW TO JOIN?

4.1 APPLICATION TO JOIN

STEP 1: BUSINESS OR NON-BUSINESS

Decide if your organization is a business or non-business. 

Non-businesses are required to submit a Communication on Engagement (COE) once every 2 
years and businesses are required to submit a Communication on Progress (COP) every year. 
Please see if your organization falls under any of the non-business categories here.

STEP 3: LETTER OF COMMITEMENT

Prepare a Letter of Commitment signed by the chief executive to the Secretary General of the 
United Nations, expressing commitment to (i) the UN Global Compact and its ten principles; 
(ii) taking action in support of UN goals; and (iii) the annual Communication on Progress (COP) 
submission.  Download the letter.

STEP 4: ONLINE APPLICATION FORM

Complete the Online Application Form and upload a digital copy of the Letter of Commitment 
signed by the chief executive, whose name must correspond with the online registration form.

Please note that due to administrative capacity, the UN Global Compact is currently not accepting 
applications from organizations with under ten employees. 

NEED HELP? 
Review the guidelines. 

STEP 5: APPLICATION TO JOIN THE CANADIAN NETWORK

After completing the steps above, you may join the Global Compact Network Canada and take 
advantage of the participation benefits that the Canadian network offers. To join, please send an 
email to network@globalcompact.ca with the following information:

- Preferred engagement tier - Supporter, Patron Supporter, Visionary Supporter
- Number of employees
- Current sustainability challenge/focus

STEP 2: SELECT YOUR ENGAGEMENT TIERS

Based on the engagement tier table on pages 16-19, please select your preferred tier to engage 
with the UN Global Compact (global network) and the Global Compact Network Canada (local 
network). 
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https://www.unglobalcompact.org/participation/join/who-should-join/non-business
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/how_to_participate_doc/Business_Commitment_Letter.pdf
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/participation/join/application
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/how_to_participate_doc/Online_Application_Guideline_Business.pdf


HOW TO JOIN?

4.2 RENEWING YOUR ENGAGEMENT

If you are renewing your engagement with the UN Global Compact and the Global Compact 
Network Canada, please simply send an email to network@globalcompact.ca with the following 
information:

- Preferred GCNC engagement tier - Supporter, Patron Supporter, Visionary Supporter
- Preferred UN Global Compact engagement tier - Signatory, Participant
- Number of employees
- Sustainability challenge/focus in 2019

4.3 INVOICING
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After submitting your applications, you will receive up to 3 invoices depending on your tier 
selection. 

Invoice #1 - 55% of your organization’s participation fee with the UN Global Compact. This 
invoice will be sent by the UN Global Compact in USD and will not include sales tax. 

Invoice #2 - 45% of your organization’s participation fee with the UN Global Compact. This 
invoice will be sent by the Global Compact Network Canada in CAD and will include sales tax at 
your provincial sales tax rate. 

Invoice #3 - This invoice will be sent to you if your organization has selected a tier to engage 
with the Global Compact Network Canada and will include sales tax at your
provincial sales tax rate.



WE HOPE YOU WILL 
JOIN US IN 2019!

Main Contacts: 
Jules Zhao, Program and Marketing Manager, Global Compact 

Network Canada | jules@globalcompact.ca

Sarah Tran, Participant Engagement Coordinator, United Nations 
Global Compact | tran@unglobalcompact.org

Connect with us on Social Media:

@GlobalCompactCA

facebook.com/globalcompactCA

linkedin.com/company/global-compact-network-
canada
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